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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

maintaining, fay a proc essin g agent system comprising one or more server comp uters, a 
data repository of registered users, t he data repository com prising information for a F irst network 
user having a first registration status that is set to an open status indicatin g that the processmg 
agent system will process pa yment requests on behalf of the first network user to both preferred 
payees included in a plurality of preferred payees and to at least one other payee not included in 
the plurality of preferred payees; 

receiving, by [[a]J the processing agent system , information identifying a second network 

user; 

determining, by the processing agent system responsive to receiving the infonnation 
identifying the second network user, a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of 
the second network user; 

setting, by the processing agent system based at least in part on the detemiined credit 
risk, a second registration status for the second network user to emH#{i) a closed status 
indicating that the processing agent system will only process payment requests on behalf of the 
second network user to the preferred payees included in the a-defined plurality of preferred 
payees; pa yees, or ( ii) an t)pen sLulu^ i indicating th af4he- pre6 es sing- a gent w-ijl pre€<; s^ 
requests o n b e half - of the network user to e ith e r the preferred payees or afid4 e-ether-pay<?es-net 
included in the defined plural i ty o f preferred-paye^ s j 

transmitting, fi-om the processing agent system fo r presentation to the first user, wh en the 
registration status is set to the - elesed - s tatus, a c l osed an open payment screen that eftly allows 
payment to both the preferred payees and the at least one other payee; and any^»f4he- defined 
plurality of preferred payees, and 
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transmitting, from the processing agent s ystem for presentation to the second user, when 
the - r©gi s tFatieft -s t ates- is set to the open status, an open a closed payment screen that only allows 
payment to eitheg-aRy-ef-the-defmed plurality of the prefeiTed payees, payees or to one of 4he 
other pay ee s, payees ^ 

wherein the prior steps are perfonned by one eHBOt ^er - v - er - eefflpHter s a ss ociated- w 
the-preees s ieg- agent- 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein receiving information identifying 
a second network user comprises receiving information identifying the second network user from 
a sponsor of the second network user. 

3-11. (Canceled) 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein setting the a second registration 
status comprises setting the second registration status when the defmed plurality of preferred 
payees is determined by an entity other than the second network user. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein setting the a second registration 
status comprises setting the second registration status when the entity is a sponsor of the second 
network user. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein setting the a_second registration 
status comprises setting the second registration status when the entity is the processing agent. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein setting the a second registration 
status associated with the netw ef k-u s eF - to ■ one - @f4hc-open s t a tu s - or4he ek> s ^^ ^ comprises 
setting the second registration status based at least in part upon the identity of a sponsor of the 
second network user. 
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16-23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a communications port configured to receive and transmit information via a network; 
a memory contigured to store inibnnation associated with providing electronic payment 
services; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
eeft&gtffed programmed to 1) receive, from the communications port, infonnation identifying a 
network user, 2) determine, responsive to receiving the information identifying the network user, 
a credit risk associated with making payments by a processing agent on behalf of the network 
user, 3) set, based at least in part on the determined credit risk, a registration status ibr the 
network user to one of a closed status indicating that the processing agent will only process 
payment requests on behalf of the network user to preferred payees included in a de#eed 
plurality of preferred payees, or an open status indicating that the processing agent will process 
payment requests on behalf of the network user to either both the preferred payees [ [or]] and to 
at least one other payee payees not included in the defined plurality of preferred payees, 4) 
direct, when the registration status is set to the closed status, the transmission of a closed 
payment screen that only allows payment to any of the preferred payees; payee -4nctod €d in the 
defin e d pl urality of preferred p ayees^ and 5) direct, when the registration status is set to the open 
status, an open payment screen that allows payment to e i ther ■ any el ^ e defined plurali ty-ef both 
the preferred payees or te ene-ef and the at least one other payee, p a yeesv 

25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein the mformation identifying the 
network user is received from a sponsor of the network user. 

26-34. (Canceled) 

35, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein the defined plurality of 
preferred payees is determined by an entity other than the network user. 
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36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the entity is a sponsor of the 
network user. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the entity is the processing 
agent. 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, vvherem setting the registration status 
associated with the network user to one of the open status or the closed status is based at least in 
part upon the identity of a sponsor of the network user. 

39^55. (Canceled) 

56. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for m aintaining, by a proc essing a gent system comprisin g one or more server 
computers, a data repository of registered users, the data re pository comprisi ng i nformation for a 
first network user having a first registration status that is se t to a n open s tat us indicating that the 
processing agent system will process payment requests on behalf of the first network user to bot h 
preferred payees incl uded jn a plura lity of prefer r ed pa yees and to at least one other payee not 
inc luded in the plurality o f preferred payees; 

means for receiving, by [ [a]] the processing agent system, serv er -eempu terr infomiation 
identifying a second network user; 

means for determining, by the processing agent system server- computer responsive to 
receiving the information identifying the second network user, a credit risk associated with 
making payments on behalf of the second network user; 

means for setting, by the processing agent system s ^ e r eempute r based at least in part 
on the determined credit risk, a second registration status for the second network user to one of 
(4) a closed status indicating that the processing agent system s erver-eom puter will only process 
payment requests on behalf of the second network user to the preferred payees included in the a 
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d e fin e d plurality of preferred payees: 
agent serv e r computer will process payment reque s ts on behalf of the netw or k u^er to eit hepfe^ 
preferred payees or - to ' Othef pa)^ees not in cl ud e d in the defined plura l- rty ef preferred pa>^ees; 

means for transmitting, from the processing agent system for presentation to the first 
usgr^ s ep.^F-e6m p u te r w^hen the r eg is tr ation s tatus is set to the - elosed ■ statu s r a-d^>sed an open 
payment screen that only allows payment to both the preferred pay ee s and the at l east one other 
payee; and an>^ of the defined ■ p l uf alit> ^ of preferred payeesy-and 

means for transmitting, from the processing agent system for presentation to the second 
user, ser\'er computer when the registrat 4 oe - statu s 4 s-s et to the op en- statu s r an- epen a closed 
payment screen that only allows payment to eith e r any of the -4 efined plur aJity-ef the preferred 
payees, payees or to one of -t he other payee sr 



57. (Canceled) 



58. (Canceled) 

59. (Canceled) 



60. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, wherein determining the credit risk 
comprises determining a first credit risk, and further comprising; 

determining, subsequent to setting the second registration status, a second credit risk 
associated with making payments on behalf of the second network user, 

wherein changing the second registration status to the other of the open status OF-the 
closed status comprises changing the second registration status based at least in part on the 
detemiined second credit risk. 



61 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherem a payee is included in the detln^d 
plurality of preferred payees as a result of (i) an agreement between the payee and the processing 
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agent, (ii) an agreement between a sponsor associated with the network user and the processing 
agent, or (ii) an analysis of a history of payments directed to the payee. 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

changing the second registration status to the etto^ f tlie closed -stet i is -er the open status. 

63. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, further comprising: 
notifying the second network user of the change in the second registration status. 

64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, wh^a ^in-the-regi s trat i t ^^ is initially 
s et-to the cl osed st atus, and further comprising: 

receiving a request from the second network user to upgrade from the closed status to the 
open status, wherein the second registration status is changed from tlie closed status to the open 
status responsive to the received request. 

65. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, further comprising: 

storing a payment history associated with the second network user, wherein the second 
registration status is changed based on the stored payment history. 

66. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 65, wherein changing the registration status 
based on the stored payment history includes at least one of (i) determining a length of time the 
second network user has been registered for payment processing, (ii) determining a number of 
payments directed by the second network user, (iii) determining a number of payments directed 
by the second network user for which a debit was not honored, or (iv) determining a function 
relating to a number of payments directed by the second network user for which a debit was not 
honored to a total number of payments directed by the second network user. 

67. (Canceled) 
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68. (Canceled) 

69. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
programmed configured to: 

set the registration status to the closed status prior to deteniiining the credit risk and 
during a real-time communication session with the network user, 

wherein the registration status is set to the open status outside a real-time communication 
session with the network user. 

70. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 71, 7^ wherein d eterminin g-a the credit risk 
comprises determining a first credit risk, and wherein the processor is further progr a mmed 
c - enfigured to: 

determine, subsequent to setting the registration status, a second credit risk associated 
with making payments on behalf of the network user, and 

change the registration status to the other of the open status or the closed status based at 
least in part on the determined second credit risk. 

71 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein a payee is included in the defined 
plurality of preferred payees as a result of (i) an agreement between the payee and the processing 
agent, (ii) an agreement between a sponsor associated with the network user and the processing 
agent, or (ii) an analysis of a history of payments directed to the payee. 

72. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
programmed configured to: 

change the registration status ftom to [[the]] an other of the closed status or the open 

status. 

73. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the processor is further 
programmed eenfigur^d to: 
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notify the network user of the change in registration status. 

74. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the registration status is initially 
set to the closed status, and wherein the processor is further programmed een llgur^d to: 

receive, via the network and from the communications port, a request from the network 
user to upgrade from the closed status to the open status, wherein the registration status is 
changed from the closed status to the open status responsive to the received request. 

75. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the processor is further 
programmed configu re d to: 

store a payment history associated with the network user in the memory, wherein the 
registration status is changed ftem to the other of the closed status or the open status based on the 
stored payment history. 

76. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein the change in changing the 
registration status based on the stored payment history includes at least one of (i) detennining a 
length of time the network user has been registered for payment processing, (ii) determining a 
number of payments directed by the network user, (iii) determining a number of payments 
directed by the network user for which a debit was not honored, or (iv) detemiining a tlinction 
relating a number of payments directed by the network user for which a debit was not honored to 
a total number of payments directed by the network user. 

77. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
changing the first registration status to the closed status. 
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